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DIOCESE CANADIEN DE LA SAINTE EGLISE APOSTOLIQUE ARMENIENNE

ARMENIAN HoLy ArPosToOLIC CHURCH CANADIAN DIOCESE

S. Upqup twu. 8mjulhdtiwl, Unwplinpn Evéquc Abgar Hovakimian, Primat Bishop Abgar Hovakimyan, Primate

December 11, 2020
Ne1-94

His Grace Bishop Anba Makar, Papal Vicar
Archdiocese of Toronto
Coptic Orthodox Church

Beloved Brother in Christ,

Our Lord has called His beloved servant Reverend Father Marcos Marcos, Archpriest of Saint
Mark's Coptic Orthodox Church in Toronto to His Eternal Kingdom.

Father Marcos will be remembered as the person by whom Our Lord materialized His divine will to have
our sister Coptic Orthodox Church be present in North America.

On behalf of the clergy, the Diocesan Council, the faithful, and from myself personally, | express our
deepest sympathy to Fr. Marcos’ wife Susan, son Greg, and daughter Dina, and the extended family at
Saint Mark’s Coptic Orthodox Church and the entire Archdiocese of Toronto of the Coptic Orthodox
Church.

May Our Lord grant peace and consolation to everyone mourning.

Fr. Marcos will be remembered in our prayers.

Prayerfully,

4/’-‘7¢ ~g? /;-'7//»../"../,, o~
Bishop Abgar Hovakimyan
Primate

615 Stuart Avenue, Outremont, Quebec, Canada H2V 3H2
Tel.: (514) 276 9479, Fax: (514) 276 9960, Email: contact@armenianchurch.ca, Website: www.armenianchurch.ca
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE - OIKOYMENIKON MATPIAPXEION « PATRIARCAT (ECUMENIQUE
EAAHNIKH OPOOAO0IOC APXIETIICKOTIH KANAAA

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF CANADA . L’ARCHIDIOCESE GREC ORTHODOXE DU CANADA
1 Patriarch Bartholomew Way (86 Overlea Blvd.) Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4H 1C6
Tel: 416-429-5757- Fax: 416-429-4588 - E-mail: office@goarchdiocese.ca -URL: www.goarchdiocese.ca

December 15, 2020

H.G. Anba Makar, Bishop of Goshen, Egypt
Papal Vicar in the Archdiocese of Toronto
The Coptic Orthodox Church in Canada
455 Ferrier St, Markham ON L3R 572
Beloved Brother in the Lord:

May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God the Father and the
Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.

I express to you my sincere condolences for the falling asleep in the Lord of Fr. Marcos.

I pray that Fr. Marcos is in the bosom of God and the company of the Saints in Heaven.
I ask God to keep him in His love and care forever.

Please extend my condolences to the parishioners of St. Mark’s Coptic Church,
Scarborough and to all the Coptic Orthodox that knew him and loved him.

I keep him and you in my daily prayers.
I wish you a very joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Yours with brotherly love in Christ,
/ﬁfélﬁf Aﬂ/? fﬁ A’Iz v‘p.ﬂfg

Archbishop Sotirios
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Canada
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o Pope Shenouda Il Theological Seminary @PSIIICOTS - Dec 9 o

.. We extend our most heartfelt condolences to the family of the Very

Reverend Fr. Marcos Marcos and the congregation of St. Mark Coptic
Orthodox Church, Toronto, Ontario, Canada at the repose of a true father,
humble teacher, and faithful servant of Christ and the Church.

b

1 F
4

~ May the Lord Jesus Christ repose the pure soul of Abouna Marcos.
‘ Abouna Marcos built for his reverence a great treasure in heaven. May the
Lord accept his reverence’s prayers for us. - @FrRueissAwad

0 StGeorge & StRueiss @StGRChurch - Dec 10

b

: 4

St Mary & St Joseph @smsjchurch - Dec 9 0
“As soon as the days of his service were completed, that he departed to
his own house” (Luke 1:23). In hope of the resurrection we bid farewell to
our beloved Hegumen Fr. Marcos Marcos the angel of St. Mark’s Church,
Toronto Canada. May his prayers be with us all.

R
"e
R

A b

r\ . SMSV Coptic Church @smsvchurch - Dec 10 0
‘ﬁ The founder of the Coptic Church in North America celebrates the 10th
year anniversary of his daughter church, SMSV. It was the vision of Fr.

Marcos to see a culturally integrated Coptic Church in North America. His

L love & support will always be felt. May his memory be eternal.

b
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Justin Trudeau & @JustinTrudeau - Dec 10 °

The first-ever Coptic Orthodox priest in North America, Father Marcos
Marcos was dedicated and devoted - and he spent his entire life in service
of others. My thoughts are with his family, friends, and the Coptic
community as they mourn this tremendous loss.

A

Erin O'Toole & @erinotoole - Dec 11

Great loss for the Coptic community in Canada. Father Marcos was a

pioneer who established the first Coptic Church in North America. His
legacy will forever be remembered. My sincere condolences to the family
and all Canadian Copts.

o

Andrew Scheer & @AndrewScheer - Dec 11 000

So sad to learn of the passing of Fr. Marcos. As the first Coptic Orthodox
priest in North America. He touched the lives of so many people
throughout Canada. | was honoured to meet this wise, kind man of sincere
faith during many liturgical events in the GTA.

b

Doug Ford & @fordnation - Dec 10 000

Saddened to hear about the passing of my friend and the first Coptic
Orthodox priest in North America, Father Marcos Marcos. My condolences
to his family and the Coptic community.

&l

A
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Ca

Mayor Frank Scarpitti € @frankscarpitti - 11h

Father Marcos was a gentle, kind & devoted member of our community. As
the first Coptic Orthodox priest in North America, he dedicated his life to
service & his vision for a cathedral was realized. His legacy to Markham &
St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Cathedral will never be forgotten

b
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Bob Saroya, MP £ @BobSaroya - Dec 11

Saddened to hear about the passing of Father Marcos Marcos this past
Wednesday. Fr. Marcos Marcos was the first Coptic Orthodox priest in
North America. My condolences to his family and the entire Coptic

community. .
‘2N Aris Babikian & @Aris_Babikian - Dec 10 000 l

Great loss for the #Coptic Orthodox community in #0ntario and #Canada
and for our entire province. The death of Fr. Marcos is not the end of his
great legacy. My condolences to the St. Mark Coptic Church in
#ScarboroughAgincourt and his family and loved ones. @stmarkscoc

e | AR, |

b

Omar Alghabra €& @OmarAlghabra - Dec 11 o

@ | rose in the House of Commons today to offer my sincere condolences to

~ the Coptic community for the passing of Father Marcos, who was the first
Coptic Orthodox Priest in North America

oAl

-~ Ahmed Abu Zeid @egyptincanada - Dec 9 000
bl 4 paal) Lal eliac o S 8 43S 58 Y1 Agdal) LsiS oLl wsand ¢l o) Gallay aaisl
o AL Ul s el 1Sy pal (8 2008 55,1 Adasil) LS na'3a ol ya (o ya el Bl g 0

AT e dia jagall 33 ) da g '

Mary Ng ‘

On behalf of Mary and our entire office, we would like to extend our deepest
condolences on the passing of Father Marcos. He was kind and devoted member

Mark Cathedral. Please let us know if there is anything our office can do to
support your congregants and members during this time.

A R |

of the community and has accomplished some incredible things on behalf of St.
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Saint Matthew Coptic Orthodox Christian Charity
7357 Woodbine Avenue, Suite 116 Blessed is he who considers the poor; E-Mail: president@stmatthewcharity.org
Markham’ Omario L3R 6L3 The Lord will 1Ifl1'7‘('r him in?limc of trouble.. TCl.I 416_930_7446
Canada e Fax: 905-615-9329

December 10, 2020

St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Cathedral
455 Ferrier St,

Markham, ON

L3R 275

We are lost for words at this sad time, Fr. Marcos Marcos gentle soul will always be in our hearts and

we will never forget him.

We would like to express our heartfelt condolences to Tasony Suzy and the family, all priests, deacons
and congregations of St. Mark’s Coptic Orthodox Church as well as the Coptic Community.

May Fr. Marcos’ soul be at peace with our Heavenly Father. May God give him eternal rest.

Please accept our sincere condolences. We pray that our Lord blesses and comforts you and your family
during this difficult time.

Sincerely

St. Matthew Board of Directors
Bishop Sarabamon
Bishop Elia
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' My deepest condolences to you and St Mark’s Coptic Church community on the passing l
of a great leader and inspiration to the Coptic Church in Canada.
| know that he will be greatly missed by your community, he was a great man. While |
knew him years ago and most recently he was the leader that everyone needs in their
faith.
Please extend my personal condolences to his family, the priests and the community.
All the best to you and your family.
Regards from all of us at NORR.

Silvio Baldassarra

. Chairman
' @ CYC TV @cycnow - Dec 10 °

4 bk

CYC offers its sincere condolences to the congregation of St. Mark Coptic
Orthodox church in Toronto #Canada and to the #Coptic people in North
America for the departure of Hegumen Rev Father Marcos Marcos.
@stmarkscoc

4k

' CIJA & @ClJAinfo - Dec 11 000
CIJA joins the Coptic community & the Marcos family, in mourning the loss

of Fr. Marcos Marcos, a visionary leader who built bridges between faith
communities. May his memory be for a blessing. His legacy is carried on
by his son Greg, a good friend to CIJA& the Jewish community.

' Blessings in the name of our Lord and Savior whose Advent comes! | heard of
the death of Father Marcos Marcos and | am so grieving his loss in our midst. |
know that you and all the Coptic people are both grieving but also assured of his
place in heaven with our Lord. | watched part of the funeral service yesterday.
Please know my prayers are with you all!

Karen Hamilton
Formerly, the general secretary of the Canadian Council of churches.
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Coptic Orthedox Patriarchate
FAPAL RESIDENCY
Cairo, Eghpt [ U. A.R.]
St‘i‘!‘é’!&jy Tei »(.—)7“\)9 L3¢ Date

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

This is to certify that Mr. Wagdy Elias Abdel-Messih was ordained a full
Canonical Priest on August 9, 1964 with the name of Father Marcos Elias
Abdel-Messihs This gives him the right to administer all the Sacraments,

= 3 : . / ~/ . Do (((Li ;
ﬁ@fﬂﬂtﬂim { ‘, " Bilhop Athanasius

Gene Viecar of the Patriarchate Bishopric of Beni-Sueif
and Bahnasas
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COPTTC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE

BISHOPRIC OF PUBLIC, ECUMENICAL & SOCIAL SERVICES

ANBA RUEIS BUILDING RAMSIS STREET ABBASIYA, CAIRO U. A. R.

CABLE : ELANBRUEIS CAIRO
BiISHOP SAMUEL
TELEPH. : 822920

Ordination Certificate

This is to certify that Deacon "Wagdy Elias Abdel-
Messih" has been ordained a canonical priest of the Coptic
Orthodox Ghurch on Sunday the nineth day of August 1964 in
the Coptic Orthodox Cathedral of Saint Mark in Cal ro. By
this act of @ dination his name became:

Father Marcos Elias Abdel-Messih.

He has the right to perform and administer the Saeraments.
Thet is to officiate the liturgical services, baptise, hold
marriages, teach, preach, md offer pastoral care for the
Copts in the U.S.A., in Canada, ad in any other place.

E"ML Sanmel

Bishop Sanuel g

Bishop of Publiec, Socizl,and
Social Services @f the Coptic
Ofthodox Patriarchate.
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THE TELEGRAM, Toronto, Mon,, April 10, 1967

FATHER MARCKOSSALIB , . . during the solems service,

THE COPTIC RITUAL

By AUBREY WICE
I was o stranger and ye
took me in. (Matt, 25:35)

The old spiral staircase
ceaked with each step as I
climbed to the upper room
of the Church of the Holy
Trinity on a drizzly morning
in downtown Toronto,

The sweet smell of in-
cense floated toward me at
the doorway and nearby,
whitetobed young men
chanted in ancient lan-
Buages.

There are perhaps a doz-
en pews and high above,
dark beams coming fo a
peak.

The brick walls, though
painted gray, did not in-
frude into my fascination of

- this worship scene.

FLAMES

Two high wooden candle-
sticks with flames atop
flanked an alfar, also lit
with candles.

A tall brass cross, a brass

tabernacle, and other haly

objects were set on the
white linen,

By the altar, Rev. Marck-
05 Salib, priest of the Coptic
congregation  performing
the ritual of his church in
this Anglican chapel.

He wore an ankle length
white robe with a mitre of
the same cloth, but covered
with gold symbols, on his
head,

75

Also white-robed with a
scarlet sash across his
shoulder was Edward Ha-
bih, deacon for the service.
He is a CBC producer.

Pews are almost unneces-
sary because the 100 or
more worshippers who had
crowded into the chapel
stood for most of the two-
hour service,

BEAUTY

The chanting in Coptic
and Arabic was pure drama
that deeply invoived me, as
I followed step hy step its
beauty and ispiration.

The frequent clanging of
small silver cymbals, espe-
cially when praise was off-
ered the Lord, heightened
the excitement.

The ulimaste was the
changing of the breed and
wine into Chist's Body and
Blood,

Then the worshippers in
humbleness and in awe re-
moved their shoes and m
stockinged feet stood in line
fo receive the Sacrament.
The priest, deacon and
choir were without shoes
the whole service.

The Body (bread) was |
placed directly into each
worshipper’s mouth as he
said: “T believe.”
~ Father Marckos spooned
the Blood (wine) from a
deep silver chalice.

A small boy approached
and the priest dipped his
finger into the chalice and
touched the youngster's
tongue.

In a homily in English
Father Marckos reminded
us of our call as Christians
to spread to the faith,

Most of the Coptic
congregation here are
professional  people, ex-
tremely kind and friendly.
The priest, at the close of
service, publicly introduced
e,

I was told that the Coptic
church, spoken of as the
most ancient Christian
church, was founded by St.
Mark in 63 AD and that its
tradition, worship, and
singing, have not changed,

The church has its own
pope and there are
25,000,000 Coptic followers
in Egypt and Africa mclud-
ing Emperor Haile Selassie
of Ethiopia.

The Toronto Coptic
congregation s one of two
in North America, The oth-
er is in Montreal,

However, other U.S. and
Canadian cities have small
groups.
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Coptic
Pope

blesses
site.

It’s not very often a pope.
visits Scarborough so His
Holiness Shenouda III, Pope
of Alexandria and Patriarch
of the See of St. Mark receiv-
ed a royal welcome Friday.

He came to Scarborough to
dedicate the Agincourt build-
ing site of North America’s
first Coptic Orthodox
Church, B ‘

The ceremony was one- of
pomp and splendor amid the
humbling " surrounding of a
muddy field just off Pharma-
cy Ave. near the borough’s
northern border.

The spiritual leader of
more than 500,000 copts
blessed the cornerstone of
what will be St. Mark’s Cop- -
tic Orthodox Church.

Heads turned on the.street
as a motorcade containing’
Shinouda, and his entourage
of bishops, priests, church .
officials and Scarborough
Mayor Paul Cosgrove made
its way from the church site
to the Scarborough Civic
Centre around noon:

He was given a tour of the
building by Cosgrove, signed
the mayor’s guest book and
was treated to a reception.

-He marvelled at the build-
ing calling it “a work of art”
and kidding Cosgrove that
such a place invited people to
come out and meet their poli-
ticians.

Shinouda’s church, which
is based in Egypt, is one of
the oldest Christian
churches, founded in 48 AD
by St. Mark. He is the 117th
successor to St. Mark.

He said he found the area
where the church will be
“gentle and calm . . . a good
place for a church.”

It will not be like that for
long, however, The site is in
the middle of the Steeles
community which is just
being developed. There will
be a shopping plaza next
door to the church and hous- #
ing all around it in’ the fue
ture.

Rashad - Musih. chairman
of the building fund for the
new chirch said about $230,-
000 of the $500,000 cost of the
chur¢h has been raised al-
ready, The new church will
be of Orthodox design and
wilkiat about 300, CORNERSTONE OF FIRST Coptic Orthodox e

nstru i
o e tetian. ‘North America is blessed by Shenouda I (right), Pope of

by Christmas. Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of St. Mll'k, the Spll'lt-
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— Star photo by Colin McConnel \

 ual leader of more than 500,000 Copts around the world.

The site is just off Pharmacy Ave., near Scarborough’s
northern boundary. Church- members, officials Iookv on, .
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January 1980: CBC TV broadcasted the feast of the Ep1phany
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St Mark Coptic Orthodox ',

CHURCH ! i FR. MARCOS

24 Innes Ave., Tor. i DIOCESE OF NORTH AMERI! ’f’%x 35 Bedle Ave.,

Tel: (416) 651-6334 B TORONTO — CANADA .14 ;, ; e Willowdale, Ontario

P.0. Box 280, Station ‘D’ : Cable Address: b ’ J" ey Tel: 494-5055

Toronto, Ontario Coptchurch, Toronto & » '
==

Press Release £ I For Immediate Release

N

April 24, 1979

Toronto- St. Marks Coptic Orthodox Church in Toronto will celebrate the Second anniversary

of laying its corner stone on Saturday April 28th, 1979 at 12:30 p.m.

The Church, the first to be built in the traditional Coptic style in North America, will
mark the occasion by inviting the membership to participate in the tree planting and

landscaping of the new building in Scarborough.

On April 29th, 1977 His Holiness Pope Shenouda of Alexandria - the spiritual leader of
40 million Christian Copts concentrated in Egypt, Africa and the Middle East - layed
down the corner stone for the one acre site in a historical celebration to mark the
event. Since that time, the Toronto congregation - approximately 700 Egyptian coptic
families - with the financial and moral support of other Egyptioh & Coptic communities
in North America embarked on over half a million dollar construction program that
resulted in the completion of this unique building on Glendenning Avenue near Pharmacy

and Steeles in the northeast part of Metro.

Each member family will be allocated a tree to plant in the front, side and back yards

of the site according to plans put forward by the Church. The purpose of this new concept
is to encourage members to feel the future results of their own physical participation

in the building and landscaping of the Church in addition to the spiritual and financial

support already given to the Church.

The occasion will be marked by special thanksgiving prayers, the social outdoor event

followed by a B.B.Q. to be held on the site.

Reference: Father Marcos A. Marcos
St. Marks Coptic Orthodox Church
41 Glendenning Ave., Scarborough
494-4449
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Saturday, Sept. 28, 2002

BY MIKE ADLER
Staff Writer

hen he arrived here in
1964, he was the only
Coptic priest in North
America.

He had been ordained that same
year and given a new first name that
exactly matched his last — Marcos.

Toronto was a long way from
Suhag, the hot provincial capital in
Southern Egypt where he was raised,
but Fr. Marcos Marcos knew Copts
lived here too.

They were scattered through this
foreign continent, but he was going
to find them, gather them together
and establish new churches.

Starting with 19 families in
Toronto.

“I came armed with a list of
names all over North America.
But the numbers we were
given were very few com-
pared to what we found
later on,” recalled Fr.
Marcos, chosen for his
unique mission
because he spoke
Feriakn ~ana "Knew

the customs of
North America,
having studied
on a scholar-
ship in the
United States.

“This one
gives me the
names of three
friends and so on.
Wherever I go, | was
adding to the list.”

For years, he travelled
with a portable liturgy set to meet
Copts (the word Copt is an English
‘Version of Arabic Gibt or Gypt, mean-
ing Egyptian) in rented churches or
their homes for counseling, confes-
sions, baptisms, Sunday school les-
sons — anything that was needed.

“I was living out of a suitcase,

practically.”
.+ Those Copts were encouraged to
live near each other and Fr. Marcos
saw the first churches founded:
Toronto in 1964, Montreal in 1967,
Los Angeles in 1970, Jersey City in
1971.

“But we have not forgotten the
places where we have only two
Copts.”

FAITH HAS BLOSSOMED

In just one generation, the Coptic
faith has blossomed in Canada. In
Southern Ontario alone, there are 12
Coptic churches, including one in

ises in Richmond Hill,
irst, St Mark’s . in
Scarborough, is still North American
headquarters for Copts.

Fr. Marcos, living in Markham
and married with a son, daughter
FAnd three grandchildren, still leads
its congregation of 1,000 families,
most of whom also live in Markham.

“Oir’ people feel' moré secure

Economist & Sun « Stouffville Tribune

FAITH
A new beginning

" MEMBERS OF ANCIENT FAITH PLAN TO CREATE 12-ACRE COPTIC VILLAGE IN MARKHAM

when they find a church close by.”

St. Mark’s is crowded these days
but local Copts are preparing to build
a larger church — domed, as all
Coptic churches are — plus a great
cathedral capable of holding 2,000 to
2,500 worshippers inside a 12-acre
Coptic village in Markham.

SCHOOL PART OF VILLAGE

The village, designed by an inter-
national competition, will be just
blocks away from the present St.
Mark’s on Steeles Avenue at Ferrier
Street. It will encompass a school, a
community centre, professional
offices, seniors’ apartments, a nurs-
ing home, a bishop's residence
(although there is, as yet, no North

American bishop) and a
museum containing
manuscripts,
icons, ancient

coins, work

and folkloric
paintings.

name,
feihiie
name of
the new
Coptic vil-
lage will
honour  St.
Mark, who it is
believed brought
Christianity to Egypt
around 49 to 54 A.D.
The Coptic
Orthodox Patriarchate is
one of the oldest sects of
Christianity, one that has changed
little over the long centuries. St.
Mark's conducts all its services in
Arabic and Coptic (ancient Egyptian
spelled in an expanded Greek alpha-
bet), as well as English.

All three languages adorn a half-
tonne granite box, the time capsule
and village cornerstone blessed this
month by the visiting Pope
Shenouda 11, patriarch of the See of
St. Mark, as about 2,000 of the faith-
ful gathered for a festival.

PASSED THROUGH WAVES

Christianity flourished in Egypt
until the 7th century — Suhag, on the
Nile 470 kilometres south of Cairo, is
the site of early Christian monaster-
ies and churches — when it was con-
quered by Muslim Arabs. Coptic was
banned in the 10th century and
Copts in Egypt have endured periods
of persecution.

“We passed through waves,
according to the whim of the ruler,”
Fr. Marcos said. “When the ruler is
tolerant, we have a more peaceful
time.”

More on the Copts and their history is avail
able from the St. Mark’s church website,
Stiark tordditd.on.coptorthodox.ca.

STAFF PHOTO/STEVE SOMERVILLE
In just one generation, the Coptic faith has blossomed in Canada. There are currently 12 Coptic churches,
including one in Richmond Hill. Fr. Marcos Marcos and other York Region Copts are planning to create a
Coptic village on a 12-acrt property in Markham.
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‘Now I feel a |

Pope Shenouda lays
foundation for Coptic
village in Markham

By LESLIE FERENC
YORK REGION BUREAU CHIEF

Bishoy Anees had been practising
for weeks, singing his little heart out
as he prepared for the performance of
his young life.

But when the wide-eyed 11-year-old
stepped on to the stage, within arm’s
reach of Pope Shenouda III, the shep-
herd of more than 20 million orthodox
Copts around the world, the choirboy
was overwhelmed.

“I was nervous, I thought [ was go-
ing to faint,” said the soloist for the St.
Mary and Archangel Michael chil-
dren’s choir at Toronto’s St. Mark’s
Coptic Orthodox Church, moments
after singing a hymn welcoming Pope
Shenouda yesterday.

“It was scary at first, but I got great
courage because I like the Pope. It felt
wonderful to meet him. Now I feel a
little closer to God.”

Bishoy was among more than 2,000
of the faithful who came to Markham
yesterday to receive blessings from
the 80-year-old Pope of Alexandria,
who was in town to lay the foundation
stone for St. Mark’s Coptic Canadian
Village. There are about 35,000 ortho-
dox Copts in the GTA.

The village will be built on 4.9 hect-
ares at Steeles Ave. and Ferrier St. and
will include two churches, Sunday
school classrooms, day care, recre-
ation and community centres, a
school, a seniors’ residence and the
first Coptic museum in Canada.

A time capsule placed inside the
foundation stone included yesterday’s
edition of The Toronto Star, among
other artefacts.

The celebration also marked the
25th anniversary of the laying of the
first foundation stone of St. Mark’s
Coptic Orthodox Church in Scarbor-
ough, and was like a dream come true
for The Reverend Father Marcos Mar-
cos. He helped establish 120 Coptic
churches in North America, 12 of
them in Ontario

Marcos described the village as a

ittle closer to God’

MICHAEL STUPARYK/TORONTO STAR

MAN OF THE PEOPLE: More than 2,000 people attended a ceremony presided over by Pope Shenouda
I11 yesterday to bless and lay the foundation stone of a new Coptic community village in Markham.

“monumental endeavour,” which will
be located in a park-like setting at the
gateway to Markham. An internation-
al competition is to be held for the de-
sign for the landmark.

Wearing black robes richly embroi-
dered with gold thread, his gold-
tipped staff encrusted with semi-pre-
cious gems, Pope Shenouda sent a
message of hope to the faithful, saying
that through “co-operation and faith,”
the long-awaited project will become a
reality.

He also urged his adoring congrega-
tion to pay special heed in caring for
the children of the community.

“They are the future of your church,
in Canada and everywhere,” he said.
“It is the responsibility of this genera-
tion to form the spirituality of the next

generation.”

Like a kind, gentle grandfather,
Pope Shenouda interrupted his
speech to bless a tiny child who had
wandered in front of the stage. She
stopped crying after he blessed her
and placed a chain with a silver cross
around her neck.

He also praised the community for
helping care for the elderly by provid-
ing a seniors’ home at the new village.

The Pope’s words and blessing
touched Mary Jacoub deeply.

“He is kind and gentle and I feel
blessed,” she said outside one of the
massive tents set up at the village site
for the historic celebration. “I feel a
sense of lightness and happiness. I felt
God's presence in his face.”

Described as a man of the people,

Pope Shenouda walked among the
crowd as the throng pressed closer to
the man who has been their religious
leader since 1971. He is the 117th
Pope of Alexandria and patriarch of
the See of St. Mark.

Amir Hanna, a member of the
Church of Archangel Michael and St.
Tekla in Brampton, was awestruck
when Pope Shenouda visited his kiosk
in a neighbouring tent, where he was
selling religious artefacts to raise
money for the Care in Action mission
in Africa. Hanna presented the Pope
with a hand-carved statue.

“T had no idea he would stop. I feel
pretty special that he did.”

Pope Shenouda was to celebrate a
liturgy today at the village site, start-
ingat8a.m.
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An artical published by the TORONTO STAR in its issue on September 8, 2002 covering the historic
visit of H.H. Pope Shenouda III to bless the corner stone of St. Mark's Coptic Village in Markham and
to celebrate with us the 25th anniversary of laying the corner stone of St. Mark's Church of Toronto
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Coptic community to build complex in Markham

BY MICHAEL VALPY
RELIGION AND ETHICS REPORTER

A very Toronto story: Forty years
ago, 23 families from one of the
world’s most ancient societies set-
tled in the city — and today the
community is about to make a
$200-million architectural state-
ment redefining its culture in an
adopted land.

A cathedral, 'a  community
centre, school, office building, re-
tirement residence, nursing home
and museum built on five hectares
on the Steeles Avenue boundary
between Markham and the To-
ronto suburb of Scarborough —
shaped in architectural language
designed to speak to past millen-
nia in the Middle East and to the
21st century in Canada.

The project belongs to Toron-
to’s Coptic Orthodox Christians,
mostly descendants of Egypt's
6,000-year-old pharaonic culture.
There are maybe 5,000 families in
the Greater Toronto Area — a
close-knit community many of
whose members are successful
business and professional people.

Design of the project was put

PATTI GOWER/THE GLOBE AND MAIL

Mofeed Michael, left, and Father Marcos A. Marcos, at the Coptic
priest’s apartment building yesterday, discuss the planned complex.

out for international competition.
There were 64 submissions from
20 countries. The 12 finalists were
announced yesterday.

What makes the Coptic project
so0 quintessentially Toronto is that
it follows a model that has been
surfacing in the suburbs over the

past few years.

“The city centre carries on in
the same old way,” said architect
and planner Roger du Toit, who
advised the competition jury. “But
new things are happening on the
outskirts of the city centre.”

As ethnic groups arrive in To-

ronto, they build their own centres
of community in new residential
areas, often around religious
buildings — mosques, Hindu tem-
ples, Orthodox churches and now
a Coptic cathedral.

“So there is nothing new in the
sense that many cultures have
evolved that way, with the church
at their centre,” said planning con-
sultant Mofeed Michael, a mem-
ber of Toronto’s Coptic
community and former planning
commissioner for Durham Region
on Toronto’s eastern flank.

What is special about the proj-
ect is that Toronto’s Copts — the
word derives from the Arabic Kibt,
meaning Egyptian — asked archi-
tects to consider how Coptic archi-
tecture would have evolved if
history’s treatment of the culture
had been different.

Coptic language has been sub-
merged under Greek, Roman,
Turkish and Arabic conquest. The
Copts have used other people’s re-
ligious architecture. They periodi-
cally have suffered religious
persecution, from a third-century
Roman emperor to modern
Egypt’s Islamic nationalists.

“But a culture of 6,000 years just
doesn’t stop. We kept minor little
things and we kept our spirituality
intact,” Dr. Michael said. “That’s
the core of the culture, notwith-
standing the form. But what would
we have done today [with the proj-
ect] had the culture remained in-
tact? How would we have moved
over time?”

No mandatory requirements
were put to the competitors, ex-
cept they were told that Coptic
churches traditionally have a
dome, an expression of heaven on
Earth. Thus among the final de-
signs are true domes, half-domes,
a wavy roof with a dome, a trian-
gular, pyramidal form of dome
and an ethereal virtual dome
formed by lights.

The community — based in St.
Mark’s Coptic Christian Orthodox
Church in Scarborough — sees the
development as a 15-year project,
beginning with the 2,500-seat ca-
thedral and community centre.

Father Marcos A. Marcos, proto-
priest of St. Mark’s, said the com-
munity centre, school, retirement
residence and nursing home will
be open to all Torontonians.

H.H. POPE SHENOUDA BLESSES THE CORNER STONE OF
ST. MARK'S COPTIC VILLAGE IN MARKHAM

AND CELEBRATES WITH US SILVER JUBILEE OF ST. MARK'S BUILDING IN TORONTO
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St. Mark’s Coptic Orthodox Church
41 Glendinning Ave.
Agincourt, Ont. M1S 3B2

"Let all those that seek
thee nejoice and be glad
in thee: Let such as Love
thy salvation say contin-
ually, the Lond be magni-
gied.”" Ps. 40:16.

Name :

On the occasion of the Finst Annivernsarny of the
consecrnation of Saint Mark's Coptic Onthodox
Chunch, Agincourt, Ontarnio and in recognition of
your contribution towarnds the building of the
Church, we are pleased to inform you that your
name was entered among those whose fangible
support 48 most wornthy of commendation.

Names of contributorns were recorded on microgilm
and were ceremoniously deposited in the church
altan.

May God accept your offering and bless you and
yours as you continue to work for the Glory of
His Blessed Name.

Priest
September 9, 1979.




INVITATION

for

The Official Opening
of

St. Mark's Coptic Museum

41 Glendinning Ave., Scarborough, Ontario

* The First Coptic Museum in North America.

* The only museum that houses Christian Coptic Folkloric
paintings.

* Compact, but comprises of a wide variety of genres: icons,
woodwork, multiform and multicolor Coptic geometric designs,
terra-cotta, textiles, manuscripts, Pharaonic and Pre-Coptic
necklaces, coins and amulets.

Guests of Honor

Mr. Leslie Dan

President of Novopharm International
and his wife

Mrs. Anna Dan

Saturday the Seventeenth of October, 1998
at 7:00 p.m.

(Admission by invitation only please)
88
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COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE

ST. MARK’S COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH

41 Glendinning Ave.,Toronto, ON, Canada MIW 3E2, (416) 494-4449
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Fr. Marcos Marcos  Ilome: (416) 250-0670 Church: (416) 494-4449 E-mail: frmarcos@coptorthodox.ca
Fr.John Ramzy  Home: (647) 350-2451 Church: (416) 494-4449 E-mail: frjohn@coptorthodox.ca
Fr. Pishoy Ataalla 1lome: (905) 534-1049 Church: (416) 494-4449 E-mail: abdmariam@gmail.com
Fr. Ammonius Guirguis Ilome: (416) 628-7071 Church: (416) 494-4449 E-mail: frammonius@coptorthodox.ca
Fr. Misael Ataalla Home: (416) 412-0954 Church: (416) 494-4449 E-mail: frmisael@coptorthodox.ca
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Coptic Orihobox Patviavchate 053955V1 bLaY AS,)

H.H. Pope Tawadros II 1 cotlid] (a0 ialga Laddl Labad! dalad
. 0 ’ %
Pope of Alexandria and a dy 5L L
AR SRS, P4 s s & w = %
Patriarch of the See of St. Mark drady L) 831,501 &ys 4hasg
The Papal Center B Gl 43l
222 Ramses St., Abbaseya, Cairo, Egypt l IEOT&ZPQE, I pranan ¢ 8 MM ¢ Apiadl ¢ Ganeay g LS YYY

[Tel: 024822580  Fax: 0235365880  email: office@popetawadros.org

LYYOYTOMAL 1,8 YEAYYOA. 1 k]
Cairo, July 30, 2014
Ref:Pope\2014\07\29

St. Mark’s Coptic Orthodox Church
41 Glendinning Ave., Toronto ON M1W 3E2

Dear Fr. Marcos Marcos,

Peace and grace be to you and all our churches in Canada.

[ am writing to respond to your official invitation to visit Canada to celebrate
the 50™ Anniversary of the establishment of the Coptic Orthodox Church in
Canada. Please be informed that I will come to Canada from September 3™
to September 30" along with two bishops and two secretaries.

I will consecrate the new Cathedral in Markham, Ontario; I look forward to
laying the cornerstone for a Papal Centre within its facilities. Along with my

delegation, I will visit the majority of the Coptic parishes across Canada.

I trust that the Canadian Authorities will take the necessary measures to
ensure a peaceful and fruittul visit.

Sincerely,

= i =
Pope Tawadros II < rof ~7 3
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Coptic Museum
Of Canada
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WELCOME TO THE
COPTIC MUSEUM OF CANADA

e historical descendants of the andient Egyptian.
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September 1078 the Museum's Board]
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Coptic Museum of Canada is the fiest Coptic Museur in
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COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE

ST. MARK'S COPTIC MUSEUM

Scarborough, Ontario

On Wednesday, November 27, 1996 and on the memorable occasion of his

SILVER JUBILEE
His Holiness
POPE SHENOUDA 111

in a prayerful preview toured the museum
and gave his pontifical blessings, wishing it to always be a beacon of enlightenment
in the North American Continent

COPTIC MUSEUM OF CANADA

Toronto, Ontario

In appreciation for his inspired leadership, on 22 September 2018
the Board of Directors voted to confer the title of
Founder and President Emeritus upon Father Marcos A. Marcos
in recognition of his unwavering commitment to realize his vision for a
Coptic museum in Canada, in keeping with His Holiness Pope Shenouda III’s

wish that the museum be a steward of the Coptic cultural heritage in North America
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“Where I am, there My servant will
be also” John 12:26

( ZXS | The Coptic Orthodox
& Archdiocese in Canada,

bids farewell in the hope of
resurrection, to our
beloved father

Hegumen
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Sop,

ST MARK'S C.0.C

“Well done, good and
faithful servant! You
have been faithful with a
few things: I will put you
in charge of many
things. Come and share
your masler's
happiness!'

T

Pioneer of the Coptic Orthodox Church
in North America

k. MARCOS MARCOS

1929 - 2020

Matthew 25:23
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§ AND, PRIEST, HEGUMEN, FATHER
3 Al‘ls PIONEER OF THE COPTIC CHURCH IN
4 NORTH AMERICA
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